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SUBJ: AFGHAN RUMORS ABOUT IRAN AND BBC 
REF: KABUL 4579, TEHRAN 5437 (NOTAL 

1 . MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR ASIA AND AFRICA SANANDAJI TOLD 
POLCOUNS JUNE 1 1 THAT IRANIANS HAD HAD REPORT FROM AMBASSADOR 
IN KABUL WHICH PARALLELED OUR INFORMATION (REFTELS). AMBASSADOR, 
SPECULATED THAT SOVIETS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RUMOR, 

PERHAPS FAKING BROADCASTS FROM AN AIRPLANE. 

2. IN RELATED CONVERSATION MINISTER OF INFORMATION HOMAYOUN 
TOLD AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN THAT HE SUSPECTED IRANIANS IN BBC 
PERSIAN LANGUAGE SERVICE MAY BE SAYING THINGS WHICH THEIR 
BRITISH SUPERVISORS ARE NOT AWARE OF. FOR EXAMPLE, HOMAYOUN 
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SAID HE RECOGNIZED THE VOICE OF AN IRANIAN GIRL, WHO SPEAKS 
REGULARLY ON THAT PROGRAM AS THAT OF AN OLD STUDENT OF HIS. 

HE REMEMBERS HER AS PRETTY EMOTIONAL AND LIKELY TO GET CARRIED 
AWAY. 

3. COMMENT: JUNE 5, A DAY ADVERTISED IN ADVANCE BY THE OPPO- 
SITION FOR A GENERAL STRIKE, COULD CONCEIVABLY HAVE INSPIRED 
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HI- JINKS BY SOVIETS (WORKING WITH OR WITHOUT TUDEH PARTY IN 
EXILE). HOWEVER, BRITISH EMBASSY HERE NEVER HAD ANY REPORT 
FROM KABUL ON THESE RUMORS. IS IT CONCEIVABLE THERE NEVER WERE 
ANY BROADCASTS, BUT SIMPLY RUMORS STARTED IN KABUL? 

4. PAO, WHILE IN LONDON RECENTLY, SPOKE WITH BRITISH SUPER- 
VISORS OF PERSIAN LANGUAGE SERVICE AND WAS ASSURED THAT SERVICE 
PROVIDES BALANCED COVERAGE OF INTERNAL EVENTS AND STICKS TO 
CORRESPONDENT WHITLEY'S REPORTS. MONITORING OF FARSI BROADCASTS 
BY NON MEMBER PERSIAN SERVICE IN BBC'S VIEW LIMITS POSSIBILITIES 
FOR ABUSES BY BROADCASTERS. EMBASSY LONDON MAY WISH TO FOLLOW 
UP WITH FCO CONTACTS KNOWLEDGEABLE IN BBC BROADCASTS. 

SULLIVAN 
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